
 Info Tech 
Edizione 25.2020                                            pubblicazione del Dipartimento Tecnico ANPAC                                         dt@anpac.it 

                                                            

                                                                                                                     
 

 
16 luglio 2020 

 
(English text at the bottom) 

 
 
UNSTABLE APPROACHES DURING REDUCED OPERATIONS 
 
Gentili Colleghi, 
IFALPA, prendendo spunto da un Operational Notice di IATA, ha pubblicato il seguente Safety 
bulletin con l’intento di porre l’accento su una problematica che è stata la principale causa di 
incidenti aerei del recente passato e che ha visto un trend percentuale in preoccupante aumento 
durante questi ultimi mesi di ridotta attività. 
Buona lettura. 
 
 
ANPAC – Dipartimento Tecnico 

                     dt@anpac.it 
 
 
English Version  
 
 
UNSTABLE APPROACHES DURING REDUCED OPERATIONS 
 
Dear Colleagues, 
IFALPA, taking inspiration from an IATA Operational Notice, has published the following Safety 
bulletin with the aim of alerting about a problem that has been one of the main causes of plane 
accidents and which has seen an increasing event rate connected with the reduced operations 
of these first months of 2020. 
Enjoy the reading. 
 
 
ANPAC – Dipartimento Tecnico 

                     dt@anpac.it 



 
 

SAFETY BULLETIN 
 

20SAB06 
15 July 2020 

 

Unstable Approaches during Reduced Operations 
 

 
Please note: this Safety Bulletin is based upon IATA Operations Notice Number: 002/2020.  
 

UNSTABLE APPROACHES  

The purpose of this Operations Notice is to inform the aviation industry of the increased number 

of Unstable Approaches as recorded in the IATA FDX (Flight Data Exchange) database.  

 

Alerting the industry to the risks of Unstabilized Approaches, as a precursor to high impact 

events, IATA wishes to highlight the importance, and to outline the elements of, a stabilized 

approach. IATA urges operating crew to follow airline Standard Operating Procedures (SOP); 

adhere to stabilized approach criteria; and review actions required to conduct a missed 

approach and go-around.  

 

PROBLEM STATEMENT  

IATA’s FDX shows an increase in unstable approaches per 1000 operations, when compared to 

the past two years, over the first half of 2020.  

 

 
  
 
 

A stable approach is an essential factor to reduce the likelihood of runway excursions, hard 

landings and other high impact events. The data shows deviations from normal flight operations 

and that help us identify potential areas of concern in flight safety, as airline operations grow 

again after COVID-19. 
 



 
 

                                                            

                                                                                                                     
 

 



 
 

                                                            

                                                                                                                     
 

 



 
 

                                                            

                                                                                                                     
 

 



 

 

FACTORS CONTRIBUTING TO UNSTABLE APPROACH EVENTS  

The IATA FDX database identified High Airspeed and Low Engine Thrust as key contributing 

factors to the Unstable Approaches observed: 

 

 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS  

• Consult your internal FOQA/FDM program to identify if Unstable Approach parameters 

are being triggered - perform a Safety Risk Assessment if needed.  

• Consult with the COVID Resources page on IATA Website  

• Consult with the 3rd edition of IATA, IFALPA, IFATCA and CANSO Unstable Approaches 

Risk Mitigation Policies, Procedures and Best Practices:  

- Highlight that pilots should adhere to company stable approach criteria;  

- If unable to fulfil stable approach criteria during final approach and landing, a go-

around should be initiated.  

 

 

Any significant deviation from planned flight path should be announced and promptly 

corrected. In order to ensure the safety of the flight, a go-around is required if the approach 

cannot be continued within stabilized approach parameters.  

 

It is important to highlight that the decision to execute a go-around is not, in any way, an 

indication of poor flight crew performance but rather prudent decision-making. There should be 

a clear non-punitive go-around policy. 
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https://www.iata.org/en/programs/covid-19-resources-guidelines/
https://www.iata.org/contentassets/7a5cd514de9c4c63ba0a7ac21547477a/iata-guidance-unstable-approaches.pdf
https://www.iata.org/contentassets/7a5cd514de9c4c63ba0a7ac21547477a/iata-guidance-unstable-approaches.pdf

